
ALLEGED COERCION
IN

(Continued from First Page.)
It draco |n the very broad question of
coercion In trade In iteneral. In whatever
form this cofrelon may appear, in the

boycott of the trust or the combination,
the strike of tho labor union, the cloak
Of the '"competition that Is tho life- or

trnde." now nnd then thrown around It¬
self by certain commercial orgnnlr.nlions'.
The battle 1? to be fought on this line
The plaintiff allege? that be has hart

made lh- victim of an unlawful and ma¬

licious conspiracy; the defense claims
that It had legitimate interest? lo pro-
teet and legitimate purposes to serve hy
the alleged combination, and thai it diet

not set maliciously or Wantonly. Counsel
for the complainant goes further nnd nr-

roes In peeeral ncalr.st nil such coercion
and "malicious combinations/' calling up
ir support nf his contention Instances of

strikes and threatened strikes by cm-

nSttres, ana boycott* and threatened boy-
<.<->..:' bv emrlorers and others. A nice

string of technicalities serves further to

complicate the already complex case.
The citntinn of authorities was some*

thins stupendous in Its way. Banks of

lawbooks surrtv.tr.dc-d the attorneys as|
th*v -poke- Decision after derision was

produced and read. The courts have
dealt verr fully wi:h the questions, ar.d
an unnumbered series of cases that are

all more or less connected have to sal
concerning them. They were nearly all

put to good purpose yesterday.
Argued on Demurrer.

A number of prominent plumbers gath¬
ered In the City Hall about 11 A. M. yes¬
terday; anticipating a trial of the case on

Its merits. It was Anally announced, how.
ever, that the argument on the demurrer
bad been gone Into, and that this would

probably consume the entire day. Mr.

William L. Royall represented the plain¬
tiff, and Mr. M. Mi Smith. Jr., and Mr
Gilbert K. Pollock the defendants. The

argument was before Judge John II. 'In¬

gram, the distinguished Judge of the Law
and Equity Court.

, ,
The case was a suit for damages

brought by Charles Mi Molghan against
Morgan R. Mills, John W. Anderson John
E. Rose, John H. Rose. Richmond Plumb¬
ing and Mantel Company, a corporation;
F. L. Dalton, Charles Burkett, V\. F.

Mahonoy. Jame.s Chapel, Chris. Manning
and others to the plaintiff unknown, all

members of the Master Plumbers Associ¬
ation. He asked 56,000.
In his declaration too plaintiff rets forth

that lie is a plumber of Manchester, and
that the defendants are all plumbers of

Richmond and Manchester. There are in

tho two cities a number of merchants en¬

caged in the business of selling plumb-
'ing supplies and stores, which are the

only places whore such supplies can be

obtained in this community. The defend¬
ants and others, the declaration alleges,
ontered into a willful, wanton, malicious
and unlawful conspiracy and agreement
called the Master Plumbers' Association,
.with the object of coercing and compell¬
ing all plumbers and supply merchants
to join with them in the said conspiracy
or union. This object they carried out.

Had to Take Oath of Secrecy.
No plumber belonging to the union w::s

to u«e any material furnished by tho

owner of the house in which a Job was

lo bo performed. Tho material must bo
furnished by the plumber himself, nnd the

plumber must buy from tho merchants,
nil associated in the conspiracy. Every
merchant was to put a price on his goons
nnd advertise the same to tho public, but

they we're to make a discount on prices
to all plumbers, members of the union,
of from tweiity-flve to fifty per cent., ana

to send out circulars to the plumbers
containing this information. The p umber
was to buy from ono of the said met-

chants and was to require the owner of

the house to pay him for the material,
according to the advertised price, and

no merchant was to sell to any plumber
not a member of the union.
"The defendants maliciously and unlaw¬

fully agreeil lo this ns above stated as

their plot and conspiracy, and each mem¬
ber of said union, whether a voluntary
member or coeVced into joining, wns com¬

pelled on joining to take an oath that ho
r.'ould never divulge- any part of the con¬

spiracy and compelled to agree that he

v.ould submit to any fines that union

might put on him, if he violated the said
agreement or violated any other rules
or orders of the conspiracy or union."

It was further alleged that the tlrm of
O. & A. Bargamln. supply merchants, was

coerced Into Joining the union; that upon
one occasion it accidentally sold to a

plumber not a member of the union; that
it was fined J2.00 and compelled to pay;
that it has ever since been coerced and
intimidated into refusing to sell plumb¬
ers' supplies-^to anyj.plumber not a mem¬

ber of iho'.bnri'n.'
Threatened Them.

The union persuaded one or two sup¬
ply houses to join, continues tho allega¬
tions, ajid ihen forced the others to do so,

threatening to keep the plumbers of Rich¬
mond from buying from them unless they
did so. All of them were then forced Into
joining. Tho plaintiff- as a plumber, r.i-

fi;sod to Join and the defendants resolved
to boycott him and cut him off from all
sources of supply, necessary to him In the
conduct of his business. Tl/y did so

and kept him cut oft In this manner for
a year. They notified all tho supply mer¬

chants (mrinbtrs of tho union) nnd for¬
t-ode thorn to sell to the plaintiff. In July.
1003, plaintiff applied, he says, to a. .fc
A. Bargain In Co., who refused to sell to
him, stating as their reason that hu was

rjot a member of tho union und that thoy
¦were forbidden to sell to non-members:
Bimilar applications to th* Southern Rail-
¦way Supply Company and to tho Gordon
Metal Co. were similarly received. Tho
plaintiff was eventually compelled to send
tc. BalUmore to get his stuff.
About August, 1003, Mrs. Julia Wheel-

ivrigbt wns building a house in Chester'
tic-Jd county and advertised for bids, l.'pon
investigation the plaintiff learned that ho
could not enter a bid because the water
closets and bath tubs to be used were

t-poclol ont-s, mude by G. & A. Bargain In.
In view of all -of these things. Molghan
etke-d J5.000 damages, alleging that for a

year the Master Plumbers' Association
came between him and his natural supply,

The Demurrer.
The defendants demurred, claiming that

the declaration was Insufficient, The

grounds upon which It did this were In
brlftf ns follows:
A conspiracy Is hot n MibJ-rt of civil

action, although damngos result. unlrs;<
something Is clone which, without the
conspiracy, would give right of action.
The plot alleged In the declaration Is not
unlawful In Virginia In tho absence of
stntutorv enactments. There is nothing
hurtful 'lo the public: no raising or de¬
pressing" of prices; nothing I" restraint
or the general trade, only a local mid
limited restraint. The defendants had
legitimate interests to protect and legiti¬
mate- purposes to servo by this alleged
combination, and had not formed ruch
combination wantonly or tunllcioiisly. de¬
spite the frequent use of such terms lit
the declaration.
Tho declaration set out no overt net

done by defendants In pursuance of the
conspiracy, that the court might decide
whether it was legal or illegal. If such
acts nro set out at all they nre not set
forth with sufficient legal precision to
Five defendants notice or to show the
court that what was done by defendants
was actionable ns a matter of law. Tho
declaration further sets out thnt the de¬
fendants forbade or prevented merchants
from selling to the plaintiff, but dors not
allege they had any means or power to

prevent them from so doing. These
charges add nothing to the Substantial al¬
legation of acts done by the defendants,
but It is simply an allegation of the eon-

sequences of the nets already set out.
Further, the declaration does not set

out any act of the defendants for which
th--v or any of them can be held crlm-
inailv liable, either by tho common law
or by statute, and the acts alleged to
have been done do not, Independently of
the alleged combination nnd conspiracy,
Involve a civil injury to the plaintiff, for
which he has a right of action. This
declaration, being not good as a separate
pround of action against ono defendant,
is not good against any or all of them.
So far ns it sets out any agreement

in restraint of trade, the declaration, it
was contended, gives no right of action
for injuries resulting therefrom. The
common law, while it refuses to enforeo
such contracts, gives no right to damages
to any one Injured thereby.

It Is not sufficient to allege simply that

damages did result, but facts as to dam¬

age should be set out. The plaintiff
could not buy in Richmond, but he could
buy in Baltimore, and it is not alleged
that he had to pay any more or that ho

suffered any delay. In. reference to Bar-

gamln. It Is not alleged thnt the plainliif
actually needed the goods refused, or

that he sulfered a loss In consequence.
The onlv fact sufficiently set forth Is the
failure 'to bid on Mrs. Wheelwrights
plumbing, and this Is too remote. He
might have bid and not received the con¬

tract, but even then it was necessary for
Bargamin to refuse because of defend.
ants' wrongful conduct before the latter
are liable.

Brilliant Argument.
The argument was long and brilliant.

It began at 11 A. M. nnd closed at 6

o'clock In the evening with two hours' in.

termisslon for dinner.
Mr. Smith opened the argument and

closed. He made a strong .speech, em¬

phasizing the points set forth In detail
above. He cited authority after author¬
ity and mado frequent reference to a

pile of law books near his hand. He
held that the combination alleged was

lawful and that even if It might be con.

strued as void under the common law.
It would not be actionable In the absence
of statutory provision to that effect. He

belli that the plumbers in organizing wero

protecting their rights, and that this was

a peaceful boycott, necessary in protec¬
tion of their interests.
Tho argument by Mr. Rayoll was bril¬

liant and nble to a high degree, and it

elicited for the speaker the congrega¬
tions of the learned judge. He analyzed
tho declaration closely and brought out

clearly the nature of the compact or con¬

spiracy entered Into by the master plum¬
bers He emphasized every feature In
this declaration, and then M~ turned his
attention to the objections raised In the

demurrer. He admitted that a man had
a right to refuse, to deal with another;
that if they desired, the plumbers could
voluntarily enter into an agreement not

to sell to any man. But In this case

the element of force had btrfn introduced.
Bargamin Company had been coerced,
against their will, Into refusing to sell

to Molghan or any plumber not a. me-:i.

beV of the union. Intent determines the

appearance of any action. What might
he- good whsn ''¦ine with a good intent be¬
comes bnu Whbn done maliciously or

with a bad It.tent. In this case malice
was alleged. The defendants had wan¬

tonly and maliciously conspired to In¬

jure the business of the plaintiff. In do.

lug this thoy were amenable to the law,
whether their agreement, or combination
or union, was lawful or not. Mr. Royall
hold that the agreement itself was un¬

lawful Ho further held that the offense
alleged would have constituted an of¬

fense in the absence of any conspiracy
at all. Each man in the union was liable.

One of the defendants named could he

convicted and punished under the declar.

at.on The conspiracy simply aggregates
the wrong und perhaps makes it more

flagrant.
V perfect avalanche of authorities was

poured In by Mr. Royall. He argued from
the elementary principles of law and show¬
ed that any combination to restrain trade

or to coerce a set of men into doing what
another set aro doing Is unlawful. This

he applied to trusts, labor unions and

everything else that came under the head.
Up rend cases that showed how walking
delegates who had been held liable for
threatening to call a strike If non-union
ine nwnro not discharged, lie charged that
tlii- present conspiracy was one of the un¬

lawful one*. It restrained trade; It In-

jur.ed a man's business; It interfered with
the rights of another; and an Invasion of
r'ght wan a sufficient cause for dam¬
ages although no actual pecuniary los»
onauod. References wore, made to many
celebrated cases and to Borne of very re.

cent date. An Atlanta decision was of

particular Interest. A half hundred or

more druggists had combined against a

hlngle competitor described as "an aggros.
njv'o cutter," thnt Ib to say a druggist who
cut prices under the others. The con-

blnatlon asked the manufacturers to re-

fuse to sell supplies to this cut-rate man.

Euit was brought and the. combination
was held liable for tho conspiracy und
damages were awarded.
When ho argument cloned. Judge In¬

gram announced that the cauo could not
be tried at thl* term of his court. Ho
said further, that he would take the dc-
uuirrcr under consideration at once and
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make known his decision ns soon ns he
had looked Into the eminent authorities
cited on either side.
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to be such as lo threaten the integrity
o' the United States. Ho argued that;
according to precedents, the dc facto

government of Panama has no right to

transfer territory, but ho declared that
the President knew that by his recogni¬
tion of Tanama alone could he acquire a

concession there. Indeed, lie nsserted
thnt in the prospect of securing this
.acquisition wns found the only motive
for the President's recognition. He de¬
clared that President Roosevelt's inter¬
ference, in Colombia's affairs on the Isth¬
mus was unjustified by the Constitution.
For one he would not vole to ratify the

wrong done by the President.
WANTS ASSISTANCE.

The President, he said, desires this rat.
ification t6 justify what ho and the Pan¬
ama Juntn have done.
"^nd for that purpose." said Mr. Mor¬

gan "he wants the assistance of three
Democratic senators to do what he and
his party cannot do." He assured the

Democrats that they need not feel bound
to follow the course desired by the Pros.
Idr-nt The nnlv question nt issue was

whether there should be a canal at all,
for he did not believe that a canal would

ever he built across the Isthmus at Pan¬
ama. He predicted that a canal would
ultimately he built along the Nicaraguan
mute because of its eminent; fcasibll-

"If there are Democrats who think that
the best way, to defeat the Republicans
Is to follow thelrvlead," lie said. "I must
still remain an obstinate man of one idea

as I have been charged, and stand by
that rather than bo led or driven nto

commercial practices in politics or Into

ooIIUcal gambling with the laws as

pawns on the chess-board, to be moved
bncit and forth at tho will of the pl.iyei
with the "S" of the army and navy, In

unlawful war, to give spectacular effect
to tho loader of a campaign for the presi-

The Senate adjourned until to-morrow.

The House.
(By Associated Press.)

WASHINGTON, Jan. .I.-Wllh tho ro-

nssv'rnbling of Congress to-day after tho

recess tho chaplain of tho House, In

opening tho session of that body, prayed
thru war between Russian nnd Japan
might bo averted by a peaceful adjust¬
ment of tl.Mr differences.

.V privileged resolution, offered by Mr.

Hay (Democrat, Pennsylvania), reciter!
that certain statements contained In the
i-rlstow postoillco report reflected upon
the membership of tho House, it pro-
vldod for on Investigation by a com-

mlttoo of five, to bo appointed by the

Speaker,
Th- resolution recites that the Brlstow

report charged that long time lenses
fo? postofneo promises wero cancelled nnd
rein increased upon the recommendation
o.* influential representatives; that Beav¬
ers allowed Increases In clerk hlro on

Hi,, request of members of Congress re-

gardV-Ss of the merits of tho ease; and
that Rmvera mado contracts with mem¬

ber., of Congress for rnntnl of premises.
The. resolution assorts those charges unci
others reflect on the Integrity of tho
membors of the House.
A point of order mado against tho

resolution by Mr. Gardner (Republican,
New Jersey) was overruled, and tho pre.
vlous question was moved hy Mr. Hay.
Mr, Payne (Republican, New York) tie
si'cd to move Its reference lo tho Post-
ofiico Commltteo for consideration, but
this wns declared not In order. Tho
vote on ordering tho previous question
resulted In a tie, the minority supporting
Mr. Hay and developed no quorum. At
this point tho House adjourned.
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It Indicates that there will ho such tin
opposition \\f the fttturu. < ¦'

The Uemocratlc party will, ot course,
how to the logic of accomplished facts,
let, while using the. Irrevocable past US
.tiiiio and winning for trip future, 11 will
and must stand Tor certain things which
the Republican party, tried by Its record,
last and recent, cannot claim to stnud
lor and cannot be- trusted to stand for.

Foreign Policy.
in matters of foreign policy, the Demo¬

cratic pTTrfv will stand 'for Inlornitllonui
morality nnd decent International con¬
duct; for obsovvnncp of treaties find
rucriienco to International law; for respect
tor the rights Of every nation; however
small; for the refusal to time by stealth
or bv robbery What wo have no right to
pet except by consent 01 the owner; for
continuing our traditional role, as the
aeiondor of the weaker giotcs Of this
Hemisphere. Instead of becoming their
spoliator; for minding nnr own business
generally, without modelling with tho ln-
.ie.raj affairs of foreign cOtlHtrfCs, und
vUhout making rumors und trivial events
tno pretext for military demonstrations
111 foreign ports,'

tn matters domestic, tho Democratic
purtv will repudiate Hie "stand pat" poll,
cy, and will advocate both economy in
expenditures and such tariff reform and
revision ns Industrial conditions and tho
inn rests of the country at largo dcmnncl.
,n Hint view, it will stand for n rixlBOii-
n'>>< relation between governmental rove,
nuos nnd governmental requirements: for
clean administration and official conduct.
Ircti from oveiy suspicion ui "grtvit;" lor
onendments of existing tariff schedules
in iho interest of tho country at largo,
and not in that of special syndicates or
tavorcd Industries: for such access to
foreign markets, by tariff adjustment*.
or reciprocity treaties, as will enable
American producers to aisposo of their
surplus products; for taking from the
. called "trusts" that kind nnd degree
o; protection which enables them both
t-j monopolize the home market and to
soil to the foreign consumer tit prices
giWilly bciow those made to the domestic
ccrrumer. ,

in nhor {natler3 vitally .affecting both
our lorcign nnd domestic itftalra, the
Uemocratlc. party will fir.st of all stand
tor tx pacific Instead of a militant repub¬
lic; for appeal to tho last resort of kings
only in legitimate self-defence; and not
lor criminal aggression; for nn army und
Dt'ci commensurate witn actual needs,
out not usii.l either as playthings or to
t Dily the Weak or provoke the strong;
in short, for the things thai make for
I pace and not for war. .

The Democratic parly will also stand
tor the supremacy of law; for law for
nations no less than for Individuals; for
law for the greatest as not exempted
l:cm Its power, nnd for tho very least
us feeling its care; for law tor capitalists
al'd law for wage earners; for law for
Presidents Tmd cabinets as well as for
tho humblest of private citizens.

Return to Sanity.
Nations, like Individuals, will havo their

spasms of excitement, their emotional And
ungovernable moods, which set at defl
iince all thoir normal habits of thought
unu action.
h'ut every such season of feverish

stress iTTid strain has its limit. Returning
ltason and sobriety Inevitably reassert
inemsclves, and all tho signs are that
ine cnungo' is now at hand, and,is most
wr-ioome. We liave had a surfeit of sen¬
sations and of spectacles, and need a
rest. We need it to tecover our equlll-
nrium, to assimilate our undigested de¬
pendencies, to get used to exploiting ui-
J" i ,ot races for thoir good and to our
own great cost, to habituate Ourselves
generally to strange conditions, nnd, aBovt:
ml, to renew and rcinvigor.ttc-ln us that
respect for law and that love of liberty
ana Ot peace which the exercise of military
Gemination in any form or for any pur-
pise inevitable weakens und too often
ae-siroys. ...... ...

In this direction lies .the opportunity ot
tho Democratic;, party, it could ask for
no worthier mission lhan to bo Instrumen¬
tal in restoring to the national life the
~fne aiid noiinal conditions upon which
.is health and stability depend. ,

The Governor's Speech.
Governor A. J. Montague, of Virginia,

who followed Mr. Olney, said In part:
"At this period in our party affairs tho

^outh comes forward as the champion of
no candidate, but It Is to be hoped that
she will comd- forward In a spirit of
co-operative leadership for the pronounce,
mer.t of such principles and measures
as may victoriously rehabilitate our party
nnd cU-o to a people's government a peo¬
ple's rule.
"I venture tho opinion that the South

snould not indifferently wait upon a poli¬
cy of ne-gation of tho slow moving tides of
public opinion, or make paramount in an.
ticipation tho availability of candidate's,
but she should affirmatively stand forth
In behalf of tho established and conser¬
vative principles of Democracy.
"She snould not only ask, but demand

tliat Issues which aro dead should not
bo stirred up for our undoing. Sho should
.iice the initiative in the recrudescence
of our party upon the principles which
Heretofore and for so long led us to
victory and to tho people's service. And
tno South should do this not as n section,
but as an Integral part of our Union,
with an affectionate Interest In Its wel¬
fare, growth and glory.
"Nor does tho South direct the consider¬

ation of the country to n candidate, hut
sho should declare that he bo a ptire-mlnd-
co patriot, a clean public servant, cour¬
ageous, but. not venfuresomo; zealous, but
not picturesque: sober In Judgment, but
not fanatical In fnlth. With mich a can-
e:iitate supporting a conservative .and Just
poucy for a sano anil safe people, wn
may sop coming to every flrcsldo and to
every hand nn equality of opportunity
niui of right and of duty, the Republic's
best gift."
Former Governor David B. Hill was

grbetcd with loud applause when in his
Introductory remarks ho eulogized tho
leadership of Charles F. Murphy, and
predicted thnt Mayor McCIellan would
micceod him as Oovornor of the State
and precede him In the White Houso.

Cheap Gallery Play.
Mr. Hill characterized tho courso of

President Roosevelt In tho Panama affair
os "a species of contemptible mnchlnn-
tlnn, unworthy of the head of a groat
nation," prompted by. personal ambition
and a deslro to startle nnd elnzzln tho pon-
plo."part and parcel of n political scheme
to prematurely force his own' nomination
for tho Presidency, and to preclude tho
consideration of tlm name of any other
candidate within his own party, and a

cheap and transparent play to the glil-
leiies."
Congress, he said, alone hns power lo

declare war, and yot the spoctnelo Is pre¬
sented at this hour of tho naval forces
of the United States bolllg used lo pro-
vent it sister republic from exorcising tho
lawful function of suppressing a rcbol-
Hon against Its legitimate authority
within Its own 'orders.
Mr. Hill declared it "tho duty of De¬

mocracy m resist tho consummation of
this outrage," and urged the rejection ot
the treaty In the Senate.
Mr. Hill next took up conditions in tho

army, speaking <>f "tho studied Insult
to Lloutoiiniit-Ucncral Miles" in tho or¬

der announcing his retirement from the
army, and "the constant unci persistent
endeavor to confer upon noi'sunnl favor¬
ites of the President the highest o|||cea
in t|io army, regardless of length of ser¬

vice, gallant conduct or Individual Ill¬
ness."

Monumental Littleness.
Mr. Hill criticism! tho detailing- of naval

vends in the vlolnty of the President a

homo nt Oyster Bay, and declared the
omission of reference to General (joorge
I), Met io I In ti ill the President's oration
ut Aiitli-liini, "nn exhibition of monumen¬

tal littleness," ami criticised him for fail¬
ure to pay greater tribute m president
¦Jefferson In his Louisiana Purchase ad¬
dress ,-R St. Louis,
Mr. Hill continued;
"The considerations"', Jo which l previ¬

ously alluded, ami others to which I need

pot now refer, have beon steadily and
mircly creating a profound conviction In

the public mind, und especially among
thoughtful wen, that u yhunifc in the PVJ"
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sonnel of tho present administration Is

not only desirable, but Imperative. The

slims of the times indicate on ovej'.y hand
that the business interests of the coun¬

try do not foel safe under exiting cpn-

d'"Unw apparent that the Democracy all
over tho country aro preparing for the

contest in the. proper, spirit. There are no

unseemly strifes. There are no avowed
candidates. There is no attempt to pro¬

scribe any Democrat who believes In the

elementary and fundamental principles of

trie Democratic faith.
"It may not bo amiss In passing merely

to suggest that in our platform declara¬
tions wo should endeavor to avoid the

mistakes of tho past; that wo Hhouhl

mainly confine our expressions to living
iss.ios which aro attracting public at¬

tention."
Suggesting a platform he urged planks

for "tariff revision which shall secure

equal privileges to all, revenues limited
to tho necessities of tho treasury, and

an equitable adjustment of exorbitant du¬

ller" and adequate laws for tho control

of combinations of capital.
"In regard to the money question, ho

went on, "Our differences arc greatly
exaggerated am. much misrepresented.
The logic of events has cleared the situ¬

ation. It is not beloved that any further
monetary legislation is now desirable
If a specific plank on this subject Is need¬
ed, then a simple declaration in favor

of international bimetallism would bo un¬

objectionable."
Greeting From Bryan.

Mr 11111 was foJVJwed by Congressman
DeArmond and Formar Senator Towne,
belli of whom spoke enthusiastically on

hV Democratic outlook. At tho concltl-
slot, ot his address. Mr. DoArmond road
a message of greeting from William J.

Bivnn, ns follows:
"William J. Bryan sends greetings to

tho Democrats assembled at Sherry B. I

wish you n happy Now Year, and hope
vo.i will, have a brilliant success My
heart Is with you. Do not lorge^tho
Western Democrat who polled 0,(100,000
vrlos In 1000." ,'; .

Tremendous applause followed tlw read¬

ing of Mr. Bryan's words.

CITY TAKES STEPS
TO INSURE SAFETY
(Continued from First Pago.)

or othor entertainment to be provided with

a sufllolei.t number of doors (satisfactory
to tho chlof of tho llro department) open¬

ing outwards and lending to the ground,
to furnish amplo means of tigress for tho

occupants In cast) of fire, and provides
that nil of those doors shall bo kept un¬

locked during tho entire time tho build¬
ing or hall Is occupied, and shall bo

thrown open at the end of each porform-
linfo to enable tho oeoupnnts to pass out

and to fnmlllnii'/.o themselves with tho

location of tho various means of ogress;

"".Whereas, tho Board of Flro Commis¬
sioners and tho Board of Polico Comn.is-
Blpnors aro specially reciupsted, in_ wild
ordlnanco to hoc that tho provisions theio-

Of nro strictly enforced; therofe.ro, bo it
"Itesolveel by Urn Common Council, I lint

the Board of I'iro Commissioners nnd tlm

Board of polico Commissioners bo, am

[hoy nro hereby requested to Inform tils

,,-dy whether or not tlm terms of tho

said ordinance have boon nnd aro strictly
enforced. And be It further

"Uesolvcel, That tho Bonn! of Flro Com-

BLANKS'
B. & S. Dime Liver Pills
Havo dono good where others fall-
id Piico l&c. per box, 3 boxes for
>'0c Hold by rclluble druggists.

mlssloners, with tho assistance of tho

City Engineer, bo and thoy are hereby
requested to examine tho various theatres

and public halls with reference to the

safety of Inmules hi 'case of flro,: n rid to'

report to this body such additional leg¬
islation. If any bo necessary, as will en-

ao.o the departments to compel tho in¬
sinuation of such additional equipment as

may bo requisite.
An Important Conference.

On Saturday Chief of Polico Howard
addressed a letter on this subject to Clty
Bnglneor Cutshaw. in which ho called at.

Icritloh to tho Chicago fire, arid suggested
that he. with tho chlof ot. tho fire de¬

partment, accompany him on a tour of

int-pection of tlm public; theatres and
halls with the view of recommending
un ordinance to the City Council.
Before this letter had reached tho city

er.elr.eer that gent'omtui and .Major E,
T. I") Myers had a conversation on the

subject, and, at the suggestion of Major
Myers! a conference was held at his
ollicc- yesterday afternoon.
Thoso present at this confernco were

Major Myers, City Engineer Cutshaw.
Chief Howard, Chief Puller, President
Frischkorn. of the Firo Board Mr. Al¬
fred B. Williams nnd Mr. Joseph Bryan.
Tho question was discussed at some

length, and the senso of the gentlemen
pietont wns that Immediate action should
bo taken by tho Council to compel tho
owners of thoatros und halls to Install
safety appliances and to offer their
patrons perfect immunity from harm by
flro. so far na In their pow.ar Hog.

It was felt by these gentlemen that
comparative safety could bo guaranteed
tho public by tho Installation of a flro
plug on the stage of each llwntro and
publlo hnlV to bo manned constantly dur¬
ing a performance by an experienced
fireman, who should bo ready upon an

Instant's notlco to turn on tho water.
Tlio suggestion wns also mudo: thnt the

managers ami owners of nil such places
of amusement bo compelled lo provide
asbestos or other safety curtain, to be
used in oaso of fire.
Owing to the anticipated action on the

mrttor by Council, the gentlemen In tho
conference adopted no specific resolu¬
tions. Thoy merely made suggestions.
which worn designed to bo taken lip by
tho municipal bodlos.

Fire Board's Action.
The question was seriously discussed

a: the mooting of the Board of Fire Com.
lnlrsionors last night. This body, how-
ovci, took no definite action, ponding
the proceedings In Council, and fin-' ac¬

tion was postponed for a called mc*"?,lg,
which may bo held this week,
During tho discussion tho sense of tho

body was clearly shown to bo for quick
action.
A resolution presented by Captnln

Charles F. Taylor, designed to ¦¦bridge
over tho matter temporarily, was adopted,
Tho resolution Instruts the. chief of

Iho Flro Department to Inspect I he
theatres nt onco and do what ho thinks is
best for tho safety of all concerned.
In tho general discussion Captain Tay¬

lor thought tho best plan to bo the In¬
stallation nf a plug on the stages, with
tho constant presence of a fireman,
Whoso duty It would bo to test his ap¬
paratus before every performance.
This arrangement met i'..e approval of

the other momlmrs, and tho ludlcntlim was
that when tho authority Is given the
Board by Council, such an arrangomont
as thaLj-efcrred to will be made.

Water Curtain.
Tho question of a curtain was not

touched upon. A suggestion made by
Manager Walter Fussier, of "Tho Great
Whlto Diamond" Company, now lit the
BIJou Theatre, was looked upon favor¬
ably, however.
Mr. Fesslor's suggestion was that of a

"water curtain," which means a ppr»
foratnd wutor pipe urunged around the
proscenium arch of tno thoatm, This pipo,
shauld bo connected directly with the
plug. At the outbreak of n fire the simple
turning of a cock nn tho stage would
causa tho proscenium pipo tp fill with,
water, which..'would be forced, through
the holes in the- pipe In such a way na

iu form a perfect su«et of watw between

the stage and tho auditorium. This would,
In Mr. Fcssler's opinion, cut oft tho
flnmes, tho smoke and tho gas.
"It would, also." ho says, "lend to avert

a panic. The sight of tho Immense flow
of water would reasfciiro the people In
front."
Captain Taylor, Mr. Lccky and Chief

Puller were very much Impressed with,
this suggestion!,
Mr.. Fcsslor, himself, said last night

that ho had boon In a number of theatre
fires and panics, and he I felt that Ida
"water curtain" was tho only sure solu¬
tion of tho problem In keeping tho flames
confined to the stage.
"All theatres are built with fire walls."

he said, "walls two nnd three feet thick.
It is impossible for flames to get through
thern from the sta»;o to tho auditorium.
Tho only danger lies throught tho prosce¬
nium opening. With that shut off by
a sheet of water tho danger Is at a mini¬
mum."

Managers Interested.
The Richmond theatres aro fairly well

arranged for exit In case of panic. Tlm
Academy has doors on either side, open¬
ing out on balconies with steps leading
down.
Tho Bijou Is also well arranged with exits

o:- Eighth Street, from tho orchestra. In
both houses firemen are stationed at every
performance, but with no ordinances be¬
hind thorn and no specific duties to per¬
form, they nro practically of littlo ser¬

vice.
Manager Rox, of tho Academy, said

last night that ho was anxious to do
whutever wus necessary to make his
houso a safe place for his patrons. He
suggests tho placing of a fireman nnel a

set of hose on the stage for immediate
use.
Manager McKoo said an asbe3los cur¬

tain would be Installed in tho Bijou Thea¬
tre and that a lire escape would bo erect¬
ed on tho F,lghth Street side, leading from
tho balcony to tho street.
The managers of both the theatres nra

as allvo to tho situation ns nro tho citi¬
zens and tho ofllclnls, and they exproas
themselves as being perfectly wming to
act in harmony with tho Flro Board In
whatever thoy may do.

Present Ordinance.
Tho present ordinance concerning tha

greater security of public buildings win

approved by Muyor Taylor on May IT,

Tliis ordlnanco requires that nil public
buildings, such as theatres, iiotols, school
houses, halls, etc., shall be so constructed
as to facilitate ogress In case of flro or

panlo. to the satisfaction of tho Chief
of the Flro Depiirtmont, nnd tho City
Engineer. Failuro to comply with tha
provision of tho ordinance makes tha
owner or lessee liable to a line of not
loss than *10 nor more than 5100.
Thcro aro a numbor of public hnlli

scattered about .the city. Severn! aro on
Church iflll'. some In tho central section
of tho city; some in the West End, mid
others in tho northern section of tho city.
Many of these hulls nro over stores, with
small entrances on tho side, Others are

cm the third lloor of buildings with nor.

row staircases as entrances. All of Ihesa
will be examined by Chief Pallor, and hi*
recommendations will be'made with in¬

ference to them nil.

REVERSED DECISION
OF STATE COURT

(Bv Associated Press.)
WASHINGTON, D. C, Jan. 4.-Tha

United Slates Supremo Court, in nn opln.
ion by Justlco McKonna to-day, revorsod
the decision of tho Supremo Court of tho
Stuto of. Louisiana in tho cubq of tha
Citizens' Bank, of Louisiana, vs. Ca¬
leb H. Parker, tax collector of tho First
District of the city of Now Orleans. Tha
proceeding involved the right of tho city
to tax tho hunk. The bank claimed ox»
emptlon under Us charter grunted in
1833. Tho State Court hold that leglsla-
Hon subsequent to the charter, had hne|
tho effect of revoking it, but Justice Me-
Kenna's decision hold otherwise. Tha
chief justice and Justices Harlan aud
Brewer dlsseuted,


